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1 have i ſeen a Paper, 5 
entitled, The Hiſtory of Roger, 
which could. hardly eſcape your 


Notice, as I find on all Hands it 


was well received by the Publick. 
I writ for my Amuſement, and ſent 


it out to try whether I zhought like 


other People, and that other Men's 
Ideas were the ſame with mine. A 
Point in which great Scholars are 


oftentimes wofully miſtaken, 


| Whoever was the printer (for 1 
know none of them) has abomi- 


nably mutilated; for my friend, I 


1 ſent | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Yer" 
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Iv To the Pantes. 


ſent it by, aſſured me, he deliver. 


ed it entire. I ſuppoſe he is a Po- 


litician as well as Printer, and ſaw 


ſome Treaſon in the Paſſages he o- 
mitted. But he ſhould have di- 
vulged it to keep clear of Miſpri- 


on. I am neither Politician or af- 


fect the Reputation of an Author; 


but, ſince the P#ub/ick has done me 


the Honour to approve the Perfor- 
mance, it were ungrateful to ſup- 


preſs any Part of their Entertain- 


ment. 1 hear a good Character of 
you, and therefore ſend you the 
Original, with a Defire you would 
print as it lies on the Paper. 
Eraſmus complains, that all the 
Printers of his Time (except Trobe- 
nins of Bafil) were as arbitrary as 


Tyrants, and (he might have added) 
cruel as Procruftes, the Curdalian 


Robber, who, when Strangers fel] 
into his Hands, meaſured them by 
his 
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long to fit, lopped them ſhorter; if 


To the Nr 


his Bed of Iron; if they were too 


too ſhort, racked and ftretched 
them till they fitted. Baſe and in- 


human! hard-hearted as Printers 


2 remorſelefs Race! who will thus 
maſſacre our beloved Offepring, 
and tear them to pieces before our 
Eyes; and after we have 2ricked and 
dreſſed the Child of our Fancy, in 
all the borrowed Ornaments that Art 
and 1 can procure, to catch 
the Eye a l captivate the Heart, of 
the moſt obdurate Beholder; ; muſt 
after all have the Mortification to 
ſee the confummate Beauty rent and 


torn; ; put out of Hand with the 


Air and Shape either of a Drury- 
lane Drab, or a Putney Milk-maid, 
either ſtripped of her Attire, or 


flaunting in patched and incoherent 
Garment, to be the Jeſt of the Ci- 


ty oh ap or the cheap Amuſe- 


ment 


vi To the PRINTER. 


ment of the ſtroling Templar, when 
tired with ' eratlalling Caſes, or re- 
plete with Beef-ſtakes, he takes the 
Air thro' the winding Paſſages that 
lead from  Devereux-court to the 
Royal Abodes of Somerſet and Sa- 
| ene me, dear Sir, I feel it as 
I urite, and aſſure you, the Pangs 
of a diſappointed Author are not 
eaſily made known to a Printer, un- 
leſs happily he be a Writer himſelf, 
like the ingenious R., who: | 
in his divine CLARISsA, can make 
even Butchers weep, charm without 
Wit, and convince without Reaſon, 
pleaſe without Taſte, and paſs on 
the deluded Maid the Pertneſs of a 
Foreman, for the Gallantry of a 
Gentleman. 
I don't doubt but you will laugh 
at me on the Mention of Eras. 
But it is no Vanity; for tho' there be 
no 
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no Eraſmus in the preſent Age, or 
indeed to be found in any but his 
own, yet a Trobenius need never be 
wanting, whilſt a Printer can be 
found, who has Honeſty and Skill 
in his Buſineſs, and Judgment to 
diſcern what will be agreeable or 
uſeful to the Publick, and print no- 
thing elſe. I am well affured five 
Thouſand Copies are gone off, 
which, I own, amazes me, as would 
a Tenth of the Number if J had all 
the Partiality of an Author about 
me. Nothing could occaſion it but 
the national Regard for Roger; and 
the publick Intereſt in him gave a 
Value to his H7:;/torian. 

You'll probably be no Gainer by. 
the Impreſſion I defire. If I knew 
who printed the former Editions, I 
would inſiſt, and he might well at- 
ford it, that he printed three hun- 
dred Copies with theſe few paſſages 
(formerly omitted, as were many 

more 
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by trying che publick Taſte, vis. 


Men's Paſſions and Ways o 
ing, and ſhould be glad, if poſſible, 
to pleaſe thoſe who prefer the pub- 


more that would be ill inſerted now 
at out of Time;) and preſent in the 


Authors Name to any 


lemam 
who ſhould be pleaſed to call for 


them at his Shop. But I am too 
much a Stranger to deſſre this of 
you, and aſſuredly ſhould never 


make you amends by my future 
Work I have got all I wanted 


ueſs at 
think; 


ſome Aſſurance that I can 


lick to their private Intereſt, with- 


out offending ſuch as loſe all Yiew 
of the 3 whilſt they intem- 
perately purſue the latter; or, to 


ſpeak more e have zoe 
much Gratitude or Friendſhip for 
Men, to whom they, owe a 

deal; and reo littlè for their 5 
ty, to which they owe r 
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O0 E R was born of honeſt parents in Yorks 
ſhire, and very well to paſs, who gave him a 


good education; and tho” he had no liking to any of 
the profeſſions, yet was not without his ſhare of the 
greek and latin ; from which he- got this advantage, 
that he could ſpell better than moſt farmers in the 
pariſh, and knew the /zgnification of words, as well 
as if he had been bred at Cambridge, and turn'd out 


maſter of arts. He ſeemed to have no deſign of 
puſhing his fortune in the wide world; but fat down 
early on his own farm, followed huſbandry, afid im- 
proving a headland or two he had near him, which 


were quite run out of heart by the ſlovenly manage- 


ment of his anceſtors, who had, moſt of them, too 
e B 10 


1 


E | 
much wit to mind their buſineſs, and let things run 
to wreck ſtrangely. _ | | 


ROGER looked. into every thing himſelf, 
ditched, fenced, and limed, but never burn'd his 
land, and ſoon grew a topping farmer. 


THERE was a couſin of his, who had a power of 
pee farms in the Veſt-riding, great royalties, and 
ſtately woods. Roger prevailed on him to put the 
management of them into his hands; and he not only 
pteſerved and enlarged them, but made the family 
intereſt better than ever it was. This got Roger 
great credit in his own pariſh, and all the manor a- 
bout him; they began to find out he was a prudent, 
managing man; and reſorted to him for advice at 


Wee L a and quarter- ſeſſions. Whoever he 

ended for overſeers, waywardens, headbo- 
roughs, or the like, were ſure to be choſen, and 
always bettaved honeſtly. | 


In the mean time, he followed his farming, and 
kept a warm houſe in the old-faſhion'd way ; and 
ſeldom ſtirred abroad, unleſs to make up differences 
among neighbours, or to meet the hundred for ap- 
2 the land- tax; and by his good will would 
never have gone farther, or meddled out of the pa- 
rHh and manor, if the neighbours had let him fit 
ſtill. But it happened, at this time, that Slyboots, 
the Secretary, got a commiſſion to be Lord-lieute- 
nant of the county; and beſides arraying the militia, 
came with a power (as all the county believed) to 
get new taxes laid on at the ſeſſions, and double the 
county charges. The neighbours, one and all, en- 
treated Roger to go to the county town, and oppoſe 
thoſe new rates. Tho' he thought there was no 
ſuch deſign, yet he chearfully went, and very plainly 
told the governor his mind in private, bo e 
him of trying what he could never compaſs. Now, 

| KEI | whether 
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whether it was that Shots had no projects in his 
head of that kind, or found he could not bring them 
to bear, certain it is he did no hurt to the county, 
and has ever ſince appeared to. be an honeſt man, 
But what alarmed them was his character for ſenſe, 
and cunning, and politicks. And, to be ſure, they 
were not out in their notion of him; for he could 
bambouzle Old-nick himſelf, if he fat about it, and 
make him do journey-work; much more could he 
outwit the poor country folks, which makes me 
believe he never. ſet about it in car net. It is im- 
poſſible elſe he could have miſfed it; for he could out- 
drink, out-talk, out-joke every man in the province, 
and could make a fool, at any time, of the beſt Vor- 
folk Attorney, if he would let him parly with him. 
Beſides, he was, at all times, ſo g:9d-hamoured and 
free, and puſhed his bottle fo jovioufly among his 
Acquaintance, that it was beyond the power of ho- 
neſt men to reſiſt or refuſe him any thing. The 
whole ſecret of his behaviour in Tort/bire was, that 
old Suckfift, who governed every thing at court, 
wanted a pretence to ruin him, as he found 'Slyboots 
too hard for him, and too ſmoaky to be bantered. - 
Now, ſays Suckf/t to himſelf, if he does things be- 
yond his commiſſion, the county will complain of 
him, and I'll back them; if he be negligent in 
doing his buſineſs, Pl} get him turn'd of. t S- 
boots cunningly put the buſineſs on a couple of moon 
calves, Balaam the Parſon, and Numps the Senef- 
chal, who he knew could do nothing, and then laid 
the blame on them ; and, in his merry moods, 
would compare himſelf to a famous rope-dancer, 
then in town, who walked the flack-rope, with two 
Habberly porters tyed to her heels. | 


Bur, whatever were Shyboots's intentions, he 
could make no hand of Roger, who drank with him, 
laughed with him, ſhook hands and parted for the 
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country; where he took to his old way of Iiving? 


and ſaid nothing of thè matter; for tho Roger has 


often prevented things being done that would bear 


hard on the farmers, yet he never vapoured, or 
bounced, or took on him, which was ſo much the 
worſe for him; for the leſs he faid of himſelf, the 
more others talked, and agreed, one and all, that 


he was the only man to ſerve them on occaſion, as 


well in the county at large, as in the pariſh, 


Ir happened the headborough, who had been 
choſen many years ſucceſſively to. that place, died, 
and every body's eyes were on Roger to ſucceed 
him. The ef all ee would hear of no- 
body elſe, till Roger honeſtly told them, there was 
a farmer in the north-riding who could ferve them 
better than he, at that time, and would do all he 
could to have him into the place; and he was cho- 
ſen without oppoſition, but in a little time died too, 
Then Roger had no excuſe, and took the office 
briſkly upon himſelf, tho' his improvements at the 
farm muſt ſtop, and he knew he ſhould have but 
little pocket-money out of the place, after buying 
new 5 wg and treating the conſtables every quar- 
ter- ſeſſion. | 


SLYBOOTS was now gone out of the coun- 
ty, and the next who came into the commiſſion had 
a different character, and told them poſitively, at the 
meeting of the ſeſſion, he wanted nothing, and only 
deſired they would take care of themſelves. No- 
body ever doubted his word; but however, Roger 
thought there was no hurt in #eeping a good lk 


out, and well he did fo ; for ſome people had taken 


in their heads, that the county was harraſſed by quar- 


I ter- ſeſſions, and it would be a great eaſement to 


have no more, but agree then what rates ſhould be 
paid every year, and let the people ſtay at * 


rt 
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mentioned more; and, from that time, Roger had 


(13) 
and mind their plowing and ſowing. This contri- 
vance was ingenious enough, and many of the juſ- 
tices were for it; but the de- a bitt could they an- 
ſwer ſome objections. Suppoſe, fays one, the County 


Treaſurer ſhould ſquander the money, who will call 


him to account? If the conſtables don't do their duty 


who will fine them ? If the army marauded, bu 


ſconces, kicked the nei ghbours, ruined the 1 where 
ſhould they be tried? To all yrs wen 


tons, and a 


thouſand more, there was but this anſwer : That the 


county governors would always be honeft men; that 


the county treaſurer would ſcorn to pocket their mo- 
ney ; the conſtables ſhould be the beſt ſort of people 
in the world; and the ſoldiers as quiet as ſo man 


lambs. Almoſt half the juſtices cloſed with theſe 


reaſons ; but Roger and his friends thought it poſſt- 
ble, that once in an age there might be a croot-fin- 
ger d treaſurer, a knaviſh conflable, or a fwaggering 
captain; and of the two, were rather of opinion the 
experiment ought not to be made, and ſo outvoted 
the juſtices who were for it. No body charged the 
governor with having a hand in this, or tampering 
with the juſtices, tho” it was thought he could not 
have miſliked it, as it would have faved him a world 
of trouble. The ſame people, a little while after, 
obſerved how unwholeſome the faſhion was of wear- 
ing woollen cloaths, that linen coats were much het- 
ter, and would come cheaper, as that manufacture 
was in plenty all over the north; and wanted a rule 
to be made, that the exciſeman ſhould cut the ſkirts 
off every coat made of wool, and the boys have li- 
berty to ſquirt the kennel on them, as they do now 
on callicoes and cambricts ; but Roger ſeldom changed 
the faſhion of bis cloaths, and told the projectors it 
would certainly throw the whole county into agnes, 
and bring ſuch fits on them as all the powder in 
Mexico could never cure: So that project was never 


ſo 
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ſo gained the good opinion of the juſtices, that for 
ſome years, all whims and projects ſeemed to be at 
an end, as they found he would never give into them, 
But all the while Roger's credit with the juſtices was 
looked on with an evil eye, by many of the top men 
in the county, as well as neighbours in his own pay 
riſh, who were trying underhand to leſſen it; but 
the firſt who ſet up openly againſt him was Nim, 
the corporal. He was a cunning ſbauer, and a nota- 
ble Fack at all trades. He was tirſt a foot Soldier, 
and a good duty-man, only he would play cards too 
- often on guard. He was always at putt and all fours, 
got moſt of his comrade's pay, and, in the end, 
Aripped all his acquaintance. He was .on the point 
of getting a halbert when he quitted the army. He 
2 a & xr widow ; then another rich . widow, 
He got by ſelling, got at buying, and every wa 
5 flowed * He "had lately 3 
fine farm from Roger's couſin, and almoſt bounded 
him. With this encreaſe of intereſt, he thought 
himſelf bi enough to attack Roger in his head quar- 
ters. Beſides, he had concerns in other counties, 
monies in bank, and was twice the better man, as we 
21 He was moreover one of the quorum. He 
had a ſan, who was ſent to ſee the world early, and 
learn faſhions, and a clever perſon of a man he was, 
and a beau among the play-houſes and dancing-ſchools, 
Nim laid a delign to aggrandize his family, by mar- 
rying him to a daughter of the new deputy, who was 
quite a different kind of man either than $S/yboots, 
or the laſt deputy ; he ſeemed to deſire nothing but 
peace and plenty, and was as plain and downright as 
any ordinary Gafer ; his friends would fain have 
him take ftate upon him, but he could not away with 
it. Nim bruſhed up to him, told him how man 
farms he had, how many tenants ; what an "Ave 
he had among the juſtices ; that if he would let him 
manage his affairs he might walk the fields from 
| | morning 
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617 


morning to night, and not trouble himſelf with bu 


ſineſs. He liked the propoſal, (for he hated chaffer- 
ing and diſputing) and cloſed with Nim's requeſt to 


marry his daughter to his fon and heir. Nim was 


now ſure he had the game in his hand, and reſolved 
to take the firſt opportunity to have a tryal of ſkill 
with Roger. It happened one of the Verdurers died 
in the Z9/t-riding, and another muſt be choſen to 

| keep the H ing's game. Tho' Roger's intereſt was leſs 


in that riding than in the two other, yet he would 


not let his bone go without a ſnap or two. Nm told 
the deputy there ſhould be no ſtruggle, that not one 
of the pack would venture to ſhew his teeth againſt 
him, that he would carry it off with a Ta/ly-hoh. 


Roger laugh'd in his ſleeve, and knew he had the 


better intereſt, (tho he did not chufe to talk in dog- 


language) and very quietly put his own man in the 


verdurer's place. This was a deadly blow to Nim; 
he ſaw the ſubſtantial farmers were for Roger. If 
he couldn't carry his point in his own royalty and 
Riding, what muſt he do in other parts? So he re- 
ſolved to join with Roger till a better time offered, 
and indeed was quite deſperate when he came to 
terms. It was not long till an accident fell out that 
revived his hopes; it happened, critically, that the 
parſon of the minſter died by a ſurfeit of pork; it 
was a main good pariſh, with a ſwinging glebe ; he 
had prebends, and petty canons in his diſpoſal, could 
rule the ve/iry, recommend overfeers, and govern 
quite down to curates, clerks and ſextons; which, 
with his power of benediction, made him altogether 
one of the top men in the county. Nim reſolved to 
avail himſelf of this opportunity and recommend 
one to the deputy, to come in the place of old Trub 
liber, who ſhould join him againſt Roger. | 


| TazRE was a young curate lately come into the 
_ neighbourhood, a groat creny of Nem's family, and 
' - well 
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well liked by every body elſe. He was ſprightly, ge- 
nerous and good natured ; a or ſcholar and a good 
_ preacher, for a young man; but, above all, had ſo 
taking, modeſt a behaviour, that every one who ſaw 
him became his friend, or, at leaſt, was wiſe enough 
to diſſemble his diſlike. All wheels were ſet a going 
to make him parſon of the minſter; and to ſay juſtice, 
the young man was not idle in doing for himſelf, 
He came in with univerſal applauſe, tho' one of his 
ears had never been in that place before. Roger 
_ was glad of his preferment, and whenever the pa- 
0 riſh met. at veſtry, or the hundred, to applot the 
1. land-tax, ſhew'd him great civility and compliments, 
1 which the pariſh obſerving, encreaſed their reſpect 
15 for the parſon; and the few who were diſſatisfied 
14 with his advancement changed their note; his youth 
® was now no longer an objection ; it was an happi- 
—_ ' neſs to have an active young man among them, in- 
ſtead of an old mumpſimus, to ſleep all ſermon time, 
or an old pig-doctor, who had no learning but a re- 
cCeipt for curing the meazles: And, for a good while, 
he gave general ſatisfaction, till bad company was 
the ſpoil of him, and by degrees led him into pro- 
i jects he never thought to meddle with in the begin- 
ning. | g 


AMBITION, as well as a Jaw-ſuit, may be 
compared to a.wire-ml ; if it get you by the fin- 
ger, it draws in your whole body; or, ambition 
grows on men as they advance higher, as on going 
up a hill, every ſtep enlarges the proſpect: But 
whether it was his own ambition, or only friendſhip 
for ambitious men, it is fact he plunged over head and 
ears, and did not look how he leaped. | , 
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VA bad « brave boy for his focond fon, a 
, buck and a buffer. He was a great favourite of the 
old corporal, who ſpared nothing to make a man of 
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im, and got him another daughter of the depnty 
for a wife, and a tight wench ſhe was; but it was 
no eaſy matter to bring young Hopeful to take a 
liking for buſineſs ; foot-ball and priſon-bars were his 
delight. - He could never be ſober for the blood of 
him, or orderly, or reſt a moment in a place; if he 
went to ſermon, he was every turn whiſtling or 
kicking his heels, and the curate faid he would 
never come to good. But Nim was reſolved to- 
have him a man of buſineſs, and got him put into 
his own place, which was ſurveyor of the 2xciſe; 
and indeed it was time for Nim to quit, as, either 
from careleſsneſs or having his ink 0 thick, he was 
very apt to leave blots in his book. Well, a ſur- 
veyor was young Hopeful, and did well enough ; his 
carriage was more ftay'd, and he looked ſometimes 
1 in company with the exciſemen) as if he 
was thinking ; but, when a holyday came, he was 
as gameſom as ever, and he contrived to make more 
holydays than are mark'd in the almanack, havin 
bought (far that purpoſe) a new prayer-book, wi 
births, martyrdoms, maſſacres and coronations, all 
put together along with ſaints, male and female, 
blacks and whites ; he religiouſly obſerved them all, 
and would have honoured, willingly, a hundred 
more; ſuch a regard had he for holy church, | 


N I M now thought it was time to puſh himſelf 
forward, and, forgetting his agreement with Roger, 
ſet all hands to work. The Parſon was his faſt 
friend. Hapeful was now a man of enterprize, and if. 
holydays did not come thick, could /:c to bufineſs. 
 Nim's firſt ſcheme was to have him made charr- 
man at the quarter-ſeffion, as that would make him 
popular among the juſtices; and, if they had a ma- 
jority of the juſtices, wm could do any buſineſs the 
deputy had a mind, and fo Roger might be laid by. 
They worked OO for a while, Nu, 
. 8 N win 


(18) I. 

with his ſon and heir, Hopeful and his comrades, 
were all court and compliment to Roger, cryed him 
up in all companies; but underhand, were ſetting - 
the Par/on againſt him, and engaged to the Par/on, 
that he ſhould rule the roaſt, in a little time, inſtead 
of Roger, and have all the Farmers and yeomanry 
on his ſide; tho' they meant nothing leſs than His 
intereſt; for indeed it was impoſſible he could be 
bettered by any intereſt, or get any more prefer- 
ment; but they thought it polztick ts let him appear 
to be the principal. Roger got an infling of their 
deſign, but reſolved they ſhould few themſelves a 
little more before he ſet about to ſhew them. They 
were watching all opportunities to get new. {af þ 
among the juſtices, and try'd to get one of. the 
King's boatmen into the commiſſion. They puſhed 
him on, and aſſiſted him with might and main; and 
all the while were writing, and curſing, and ſwear- 
ing to Roger, they were againſt: him; and that if 
Koger did not like to have him on the bench, they 
would ſoon put a ſpoke in his wheel, and ſtop his 
driving. Roger thanked them, but thought himſelf 
as good a workman as any of them, and put the 
ſpoke,in the wheel without ſtanding to their curteſy ; 

ſo the boatman went back to his ſtation. Roger now 
had a clear view of every thing they intended, and 
how they put off matters to a more lucky time. Ro- 
ger had few tricks in him; but was not to be caught 
with chaſſ, Moreover, he had uſed ſome times 
to ſet traps in the meadows to catch the d foxes, and 
thought it might be eaſy to ſnap the cubs. 


N TI Ms party, for he appeared but little in it 
himſelf, were all youngſters, and made a kind of 
privy-council for the * There was, impri- 
_— .: mis, young Hopeful ; Ned the Attorney, juſt out of 
14 his time; Dic the clerk in the exciſe- office: but 
1 their chief ſtrength was ancient Piſtol, juſt oe 
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from the wars, and content, while the peace laſted, 
to def} his ſword and jack- boots, for the more gain- 
ful employment of a ſcrivener; and to do the blade 
juſtice, he wrote a main good hand,” and was a fair 
ſpoken lad as you would hear in a hundred; but he 

was deadly fond of p:itch'd battles, with as little 
luck as they had in Flanders, and ſeemed to have 
leſs ſkill in a home war than a foreign one, where he 
behaved as well as any of them. Roger ſaw them 
in high ſpirits, and ſoon gave hem an opportunity 
of exerting them. | | 


 Gimcrath, one of their cronies, had been put in 
by the deputy to overſee the bridges in the coun- 
ty, repair market-houſes and hoſpitals, (tho? not 
the ſeſſion- houſe) and was allowed handſomely for 
his trouble. Now it was Gemcrac#'s misfortune, not 
to know the difference between a cube and arch, 
a ſey-light and a Venetian, and other things of lit- 
tle conſequence in maſonry; but the material part 
of the myſtery he underſtood # a root. If he re- 
paired a bridge, he charged double; if he did not 
repair it, quadruple, if there was us bridge, faxteen ; 
and ſo, all in geometrical proportions, that he might 
not go out of rule, When he brought his bill be- 
fore the grand jury, Hopeful wondered how he could 
work ſo cheap; Piſtol moved he might have the 
thanks of the county for his parſimonious manage- 
ment of the publick money, ten pounds of which he 
ſaved them to demonſtration; for in one bill he 
charged twenty, and in another only ten pounds. 
But when Roger looked on the dates, he found the 
laſt bill was twenty, which ſeemed, to him, to o- 
verturn the demonſtration ; and, for the little he 
knew of arithmetich, thought it looked more like 
addition than ſubſtraftion. But Grmeract's friends 
made light. of theſe remarks, clapped him on the 
back, and ſwore they would bear him harmleſs. 

| C2” _ 
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: Axp hers they fairly threw off all reſerve, bit the 
nail, and turned the heel on Roger; and a thouſand 
ſtories they told of him and his friends to the 


deputy, Firſt, Roger had no intereſt at all; then 


he had ſo much thit he was dangerous; then Gim- 
crack, was the beſt bridge-builder, in the world ; 
Roger was for having every bridge and market=houſe 
in the county fall to decay, from the deſire he had to 
ſee the county ruined, and the people /ink' or ſwim 
for his Rerfon, The Deputy, who was: really a 
good-natured man, pity'd the poor people, and 
Joined to take them out of Roger's hands; he ſpoke 
to his acquaintance of the grand-jury z- and tho' he 
did not reffe on Roger, yet he mainly magnify'd 
the Parſon, and withed they would take any direc- 
tions he ſhould. ſend them, as he could not go among 


them himſelf, which, he ſaid, and Piſtol ſwore, 


ſhould be for their good. So, on both fides, they 
muſtered their forces, and Roger, on the poll, had 
juſt two in three on his fide, and Gimcrack went to 
pot. DTT f wy Lo" 


. Ir. muſt be owned, Piſtol did all could be done, in 
a regular war, to defend him; and, as was ſaid of the 
Tran hero, if Troy could be maintained, he had cer- 
tainly maintained it. Ned too, the Attorney, was 
briſk in his defence, and made a continual fire, with 


ſmall arms, from the counterſcarpe. But his ſhot was 


always ineſfectual, as he had not patience to ram his 
cartridge, and the lead commonly fell at his foot. Nor 
was old Cumberbatch backward in ſuſtaining the /tege, 
which was the more wondered at, as he had never 
been uted to garriſon duty, but choſe rather to ftand 
his ground in the field, and to ſland his ground was 
all that he ever did; for tho he never wanted courage, 


eſpecially when he was in the wrong, yet when the 


onſet was to be made, he was always puzzled, and 
DEE | '- waſted 
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waſted ſo much time in priming,. ſcrewing, beating 
routed before he burned his powder; yet he. never- 
failed to claim a ſhare in the victory, tho* perhaps he 
ſaw as little of the action as General ton did at 
Dettingen. 5 ; es 


He had always before appeared a volunteer; but 
was ſuppoſed, on this occaſion, to be {ted by Piſtol, 
who promiſed to make a ſergeant of him as ſoon as 

his captain came home, which, at this time of day, 
could but little better him. Cumberbatch was a ves. 
teran, and too unactive for the place; but then, in- 
deed, it would entitle him to a rant among the Chel. 
fea penſioners. But all that Ned, Piftol, and Cumber- 
| batch could do, with a tribe of Gunners to boot, they 
| — 57 forced to hang out the white flag, and ſur- 
rendered. | 1 


Tux defeat of Gimcracb broke all their meaſures; 
for thoꝰ they cared not a button for him, yet it ſhew'd 
their weakneſs and want of intereſt in the county, as 
they had tried all methods to gain friends, and even 
betook themſelves to a general Preſs, 


; IT was, indeed, a cruel blow, but chiefly bore hard 
on young Hopeful ; if ever he had a chance for the chair 
at quarter- ſeſſions, it was now over; the whole 

neu hs the deſign on both fides. The Parſor - 
and Hopeful wanted to rule the county, who, for 
aught we know, might do it well; but we were fare 
Roger had done ſo. He wanted nothing, and aſked 
nothing for himſelf ; one of his ſons got a ſecond» 
hand pair of red breeches and white ftockings, which 
he paid more for than if he had bought them in 
Monmouth-ftreet. He got a friend of his made an 
exciſeman ; but when he aſked for a conſtable s place 
he was refuſed. However, he went on in the old 


track, and Hopeful-and:the Par{o#- reboubled their 


' ſtranger) wondered none of them fuccegded ; but 


the D---] will you catch him if he never comes 


. . wats 
. 


fon, were all peeping to watch him. Now, ſays 


the Par/on, down this alley, as it's the neare/t way. 
Piſtol was ſure of him at the turn-/iile, - But Roger 


. In, i tes 3 


of the game they firſt took in hand, they began to 
attack his friends and cronies. One had a little al. 


not, for any matter of profit he had, if they took 


- 


efforts to otſt him. One plot they laid upon another, 
and trick upon trick: P:/to/ (who was pretty much 


they wanted ſomebody to tell them, that tho' fricts 
may get the better of a frichſter, they are - loſt and 
ſquandered on one who has no tricks. If a man 
takes to corners or ſbort turns, you may meet him 
on a ſhort turn, or find him in a corner; but how 


there? Roger walked the turnpike and the middle 
ſtone: of the ſtreet. Hopeful, Piſtol, and the Par- 


Hopeful; he'll come down this bye turn. Here, ſays 


had found, by con/fant walking, tlrat fartheſt about 
was the ready way home. When they ſaw him fairly 
paſſed, they /9ked at one another like a ſet of roots, 
who have loſt their money to a fair gameſter ; and 
fince they could not take him in, or make any thing 


lowance from the county for fomething he had done; 
another, perhaps, for ſomething he had not done; a 
third, in conſideration of his father's having been 
willing to do fome ſervice to the county, if he had 
happened to have ever been in it; and the like gra- 
tifications were beſtowed on many, but not by Ro- 
ger's recommendation. He got indeed a ſmall pit- 
tance for Treat-all, which juſt ſerved to buy him a 
few Ortolans, and a little canary. wine; for he had 
a puny ſtomach, as you might ſee by his looks. All 
theſe they caſbiered to vex Roger; whereas he cared 


his own places away. Upon their. being convinced 
of Roger's reſolution in theſe and ſundry other points, 
they put his friends on the liſt again, and turned 


y* 


- their whole refentment on the exci/eman, who had 
talked briſkly in all companies, on , Roger's bes 


half, Beſides the Fuge wt did not rightly like him, I . 


for a pleaſant reaſon z he kept his book too clean, 
which gave juſt offence, as putting on a clean ſhirt 
is ill-manners, when the company, our ſuperiors, 
reſolve not to change. All the brewers of the pariſh _ 

| Hated him into the bargain, becauſe he kept them 
tight, and made them ' drink as they brewed ; but 
the former exciſeman they adored, and a good man 
he was; they might brew three times a week for 
him; and yet look over his book for a month it was 
all filent. Now and then, on an office day, he 
might condemn a barrel of ſmall beer for example, 


Bor to draw to an end of this fir/# part of the 
hiſtory. Roger has more intereſt than ever; the 
Parſon ſeems to have done; Nim has retired into 
the country ; Hopeful may look after his ſurveying, 
and play foot-ball on holydays ; Piſtol is gone back 
to change his cloaths, and exerciſe his men. And 
now they are all parted, we may hope for peace 


and quietneſs "till next Luartereſeſſion - 
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